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This scheme was launched at the end of March 2020 by the UK Government to offer support to the self-employed. It allows for 
a taxable grant of 80% of your average monthly trading profits to be claimed for. The fund will pay out in a single instalment 
covering 3 months, and capped at £7,500 altogether. This is a temporary scheme, but it may be extended. 
 
 
 

 
• You can claim if you’re a self-employed individual or a member of a partnership and: 
• You traded in tax year 2018 to 2019 and submitted your Self Assessment tax return on or before 23 April 2020 for that year 
• You traded in the tax year 2019 to 2020 
• You intend to continue to trade in the tax year 2020 to 2021 
• You carry on a trade which has been adversely affected by coronavirus 

 
(NB If you became self-employed between 6 April 2019 and 17 March 2020, you may be able to apply to the Newly Self-
Employed Hardship Fund. Click HERE more details.) 
 
 
 

If you meet the eligibility criteria (this LINK will help you check), you will be able to apply to the fund when it opens. 
 
It has been confirmed that the online service will be available from 13 May 2020. If you’re eligible, HMRC will tell you the date 
you can make your claim from. If your claim is approved, you’ll receive your payment within 6 working days.  
 
If you’re unable to claim online, an alternative way to claim will be available. The UK Government will make additional 
announcements on this. 
 
In relation to this scheme, please DO NOT contact HMRC now, as this will only delay the urgent work being undertaken to 
introduce the scheme. 
 
And remember, if you receive texts, calls or emails claiming to be from HMRC, offering financial help or a tax refund and asking 
you to click on a link or to give personal information, it is a scam. You should email it to phishing@hmrc.gov.uk and then delete 
it. 
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The Scottish Government Coronavirus Business Support Fund that was launched in March 2020 consists of the “Small Business 
Grant Fund” and the “Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant Fund”, and is delivered by Local Authorities. Eligible business 
ratepayers can apply for these grant funds up until 31 March 2021. The grants are aimed at helping to keep small and medium-
sized companies in business and keep productive capacity so that they can recover. Initially the grants covered one property 
only, but this has now been expanded to include additional properties. You can see details below. 

 
 
 
 

From 5 May 2020, ratepayers with multiple business properties meeting the fund criteria are eligible to receive a one-off grant 
of £10,000 for their first property, and £7,500 for each subsequent qualifying property. These are only available to ratepayers 
whose premises were occupied on 17 March 2020 for the business uses specified. 
 
Additionally, from 5 May 2020, new arrangements will also enable ratepayers of properties in the Retail, Hospitality, and 
Leisure sectors who were previously ineligible for support to access the Small Business Grant Fund. Ratepayers operating 
properties in Retail, Hospitality, and Leisure where individual rateable values do not exceed £18,000 and cumulative rateable 
value is between £35,001 -£51,000, will now be able to apply for the Small Business Grant Fund for each of their Retail, 
Hospitality or Leisure properties. 

 
 
 
 

Ratepayers of businesses in the Retail, Hospitality, and Leisure sectors operating in premises with a rateable value between 
£18,001 - £51,000 inclusive can apply for a grant of £25,000. 
 
From 5 May 2020, ratepayers with multiple business properties which meet these criteria are eligible to receive a one-off grant 
of £25,000 for their first property and £18,750 for each subsequent qualifying property. These are only available to a ratepayer 
whose premises were occupied on 17 March 2020 for the business uses specified. 
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The “Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund” launched last week to provide grants for small and medium-sized businesses affected 
by coronavirus (COVID-19), is to be doubled from £45m to £90m. This is to help meet existing demand within the business 

community. While the large volume of received applications are being evaluated, the application process is currently paused, 
though payments will still be made to businesses within 10 working days of receiving completed applications.  

 
 
 
 

The “Tourism Destination & Sector Support Fund” is now open. Applications must be received by 11:59pm on Friday 22nd May 
2020. Over £400k is available for tourism destination and sector organisations across Scotland who have lost income from 
membership subscriptions from tourism businesses, because of the coronavirus lockdown. It is open to all groups that have a 
membership base made up of entirely or predominantly tourism businesses. The fund will award up to 50% of membership 
income that is under threat due to coronavirus. 
 

More information and details on how to apply can be found on the Visit Scotland website. 
 
 
 
 

 
The second round of the Wellbeing Fund is now open. Applications must be received by noon on 22nd May 2020. The fund is 
designed to support organisations across the third sector that are providing important services for people as a result of 
coronavirus. Organisations can apply for a maximum of 20% of their total income as stated in their latest audited or 
independently examined annual accounts. At this stage, applications from groups working with BAME communities are 
particularly welcomed. 
 
More information and details on how to apply can be found HERE. 
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